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NEWS
First Yezidi genocide survivors receive compensation

The first 400 survivors of the Yezidi Genocide of 2014 have started to
receive the monthly salaries they are entitled to according to the Yezidi
Survivors Law, Kirkuk Now reported. Around 1200 more have applied so
far. The law was adopted by the Iraqi parliament two years ago. Other
articles in the law turn out to be harder to implement.

Survivors of the Yezidi genocide receive a monthly compensation of $650.
Having an income was one of the main demands of the survivors, who were
part of the process that lead to the law two years ago. After all, many Yezidi
men were murdered by ISIS and therefore surviving women are left without an
income, living in camps with not much opportunity to work.

https://mailchi.mp/31ccdf51a556/expert-kurdistan-5-march-2023?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.kirkuknow.com/en/news/69264
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In the law, Iraq vows to search for the men, women and children who were
kidnapped by ISIS and whose fate is still unknown. In that regard, this week the
exhumation of mass graves in the village of Hamadan started. The work started
with a ceremony in the presence of Yezidi families, pictured above. (Photo:
Yazda)

Unsafe

The Yezidi Survivors Law doesn’t explicitely mention the right of survivors to
return to their lands in Şengal in the northwest of Iraq, but does state that
necessary procedures must be made to ‘integrate them into society and
prevent the recurrence of the violations that took place’. The Şengal region
remains in the grip of competing factions, and continues to be unsafe due to
regular bombings by Turkey, which (unjustly) sees the local Yezidi defense
forces YBŞ as part of the PKK. This week, two YBS commanders were killed in
a Turkish strike.

The Yezidi survivors remain in camps in the Kurdistan Region in Iraq, or have
found refuge in the diaspora.

COMMENT
HDP might campaign ‘freely’ after Amedspor attacks

Despite rampant intimidation and violence against the players of
Amedspor, the Second League club from Diyarbakır, during their match in
Bursa (west-Turkey) against Bursaspor, the match wasn’t ended or even
temporarily halted. There are many signs that what happened was not
spontaneous at all, raising the questions what the rapidly changing
election dynamics have to do with it.

The massiveness of the intimidation and violence before and during the match
was already a sign that this was not just a matter of a bunch of anti-Kurdish
Bursaspor supporters gone berzerk, but an organized campaign. The behaviour
of security in the stadium, the decisions of the referees, and what happened on
the stands of the stadium, removed all the doubt spectators might have had.

To start with what was visible on the stands during the first half: flags with
images of a ‘beyaz Toros’, a white Toros car, and the portraits of Cem Ersever
and Mahmut Yıldırım. The white Toros car is notorious in the Kurdish provinces
of Turkey because it was used in the 1990s to abduct Kurdish citizens who
would later be found back dead, or never were heard of again, the so-called
‘unsolved murders’ of those days. The car was used by Jitem, the illegal murder
squads of the Turkish army. Cem Ersever was one of the founders of Jitem,
while Yıldırım was one of their most famous murderers. Ordinary Turks,

https://www.yazda.org/yazda-welcomes-and-supports-the-exhumation-of-mass-graves-in-hamadan-sinjaren
https://twitter.com/YazdaOrg/status/1632091453336715264
https://medyanews.net/turkish-drone-kills-two-members-of-local-yazidi-security-forces-in-northern-iraq/
https://medyanews.net/turkish-drone-kills-two-members-of-local-yazidi-security-forces-in-northern-iraq/
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especially younger generations, don’t
really know those names and wouldn’t
produce such flags and take them to a
match, knowing how intimidating it is.
So whose plan was it? How could they
enter the stadium?

Referee

Then of course the question must be
asked: why was the match not stopped,
or even temporarily halted? Or why did
it commence at all, considering the
attack Amedspor players already faced
(Amedspor players in red jackets,
Bursaspor in green, the black dressed
people are players but also police and
others) before the kick-off by Bursaspor players? During the match, it rained
fireworks and objects, hitting the keeper and also other players. One of the
objects that was thrown on the field, were three bullets taped together. If such
events are not a reason to instantly stop a match, what on earth is? Then look
at what happened right after the referee whistled for the last time (Bursaspor 2
– Amedspor 1) and Amedspor wanted to leave the field (screenshot underneath
from this video, and do watch with the sound on).

Also, the police was often seen standing not facing the public, but the match,
contrary to security protocol. Why? Why is nothing done?

This is politics. The pre-
election tensions are rising,
even more so since Meral
Akşener, leader of IYI
Party, blew up the
opposition alliance on
Friday. This move seems
to open the road for the
remaining five parties of
the alliance to talk to the
HDP – as Akşener was the
fiercest opponent of this in
the alliance – but what it eventually does, is cornering the HDP and eventually
disenfranchise Turkey’s Kurdish population even more than they already are.
Akşener’s decision and the events on the football field in the shorter term
increase the chance of HDP running with its own presidential candidate.

Confidence

https://twitter.com/AmedsporSK/status/1632326514808176640
https://twitter.com/ameddicleT/status/1632340718441168896
https://twitter.com/frknbrcn/status/1632347918257598466
https://twitter.com/Didar_____/status/1632349445542035459
https://twitter.com/DBP_GenelMerkez/status/1632386037988179971
https://twitter.com/amedskofficial/status/1632375545504620546/video/4


10-03-2023 18:33 Expert Kurdistan, 5 March 2023

https://mailchi.mp/31ccdf51a556/expert-kurdistan-5-march-2023?e=[UNIQID] 4/9

This seems unlogical, but let me speculate (again, speculate, not predict). After
all, Kılıçdaroğlu is a candidate the Kurds who usually vote for HDP could
accept, right? True, but now that Akşener is out, the dynamics fundamentally
changed. A choice for Kılıçdaroğlu by the ‘table of six’ would have given Kurds
the some confidence that enough parties were uniting to beat Erdoğan, but now
that the most extreme nationalist is out, such potential unity is no longer on the
horizon. Kılıçdaroğlu as the candidate of the ‘table of five’ has less potential to
win, especially since Akşener’s move also triggers other dynamics.

It could very well be that
Akşener is going to throw
herself into the race for the
presidency. Listen what the
utterly disgusting populist-
fascist MP Ümit Özdağ,
leader of Zafer (Victory)
Party, said back in
November, which again
drew attention now: he
predicted Akşener would

leave the ‘table of six’ because she wants votes from CHP, not from AKP and
she doesn’t want to be in the government but become the main opposition.
Don’t be surprised if Özdağ rallies his supporters behind her if she’s on the
ballot, even though he was expelled from IYI Party in 2020 (over disputes with
the party administration).

In such a field, there is no way that the ‘table of five’ would approach HDP. The
CHP is still a Kemalist party firmly supporting the fascist foundations of the
state, and in the now ‘table of five’ he is cooperating with smaller parties some
of whose leaders made their political carreers in the AKP and who have no
interest at all in working towards a solution for the Kurdish issue. The chance
the alliance will be brave and stand with Kurds (and be framed as ‘terrorist
lovers’) is smaller than it falling apart completely only for the table to be folded
and stored away.

Expression

In short: even in Turkey, the Overton window can be pulled further to the right.
What happened in Bursaspor stadium was an expression of that.

This scenario increases the chance that HDP will come up with its own
candidate. The party has been preparing for that, and will campaign freely for
the democratic Turkey they envision (in which also football matches can be
played without violence). Freely in the sense of being fully committed to their
own message, fully dedicated to their voter base, fully free to not to have to
please anybody. Not freely, unfortunately, in the sense of ‘unbothered’. The

https://stockholmcf.org/leader-of-far-right-party-launches-campaign-to-deport-syrian-refugees-from-turkey/
https://twitter.com/Ozguruz_org/status/1632310229403836424
https://www.mackinac.org/OvertonWindow


10-03-2023 18:33 Expert Kurdistan, 5 March 2023

https://mailchi.mp/31ccdf51a556/expert-kurdistan-5-march-2023?e=[UNIQID] 5/9

party and the Kurds who vote for it will be bothered for sure. More violence will
come, more violence also that will be shoved into the shoes of ‘terrorists’
without evidence. But the Kurds will have somebody they believe in to vote for.

In this scenario, they may not vote at all in a possible second round. But at
least in the first round, they will have the opportunity to officially show they want
another country. A country where also their favourite team can play a football
match fairly, without fearing for their lives.

The reaction of Amedspor after the match: “All we wanted in these difficult days
was to leave the earthquake region and play football, but the events outside
and inside the stadium are clear. We find it very sad that we made it to the

news this way, while the pain of our people is still so fresh.”

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“We don’t want to be adventurous”

Ahwen Chiyako, board member and EU representative of PJAK (Party for a
Free Life in Kurdistan) in an exclusive interview with Fréderike Geerdink, this
week in the Netherlands. Chiyako, himself from Rojhilat, discusses the goals

and actions of PJAK in Rojhilat and Iran, cooperation with other Iranian-Kurdish
opposition parties, the struggle of the Balochi people in Iran, and more. The full

interview can be read on Geerdink’s Patreon page.

https://twitter.com/AmedsporSK/status/1632397046127771648
https://www.patreon.com/posts/pjak-we-dont-to-79603664


10-03-2023 18:33 Expert Kurdistan, 5 March 2023

https://mailchi.mp/31ccdf51a556/expert-kurdistan-5-march-2023?e=[UNIQID] 6/9

The Kurdish Peace Institute has published the first part of an e-mail interview
with KCK co-leader Cemil Bayık, which focuses on specific political dynamics
and current events related to Turkey, Syria and the Kurdish movement. The

second part is forthcoming.

Research project ALCITfem is organizing a discussion about the film Angels of
Sinjar (Poland, Germany, 2022) with the participation of the film director Hanna

Polak. It will be held on 9 March, 6PM CET. For those who have a HBO Max
subscription: Angels of Sinjar is available there. Click the blue button to open

the Zoom meeting.

Also this week…
… the Kurdish Studies is facing a hostile take-over, managing editor Marlene
Schäfers declared. The journal was esthalbished about a decade ago by
members of the Kurdish Studies Network, and prof. em. Martin van Bruinessen
held the (largely symbolic) position of the editor-in-chief. Last year, the first
signs emerged that a change of publisher wouldn’t turn out well. Read the full
statement here.

… the regime in Iran has announced a ban on ‘ethnical symbols’ (specific flags
and clothes, Kurdish dance, and white scarves and roses) – Newroz is coming
and that just may have something to do with the ban.

… US general Mark Milley made a surprise visit to Northeast-Syria, and said
the US presence in the country is ‘worth the risk’, Reuters reported (although
most of the risk is for the SDF).

… the dead body of a 7-year old boy was found in Sulaymanya, NRT reported.
Several bullet wounds were found in his skull. Nobody was arrested yet.

… a portrait of Kurdish-Swedish Amineh Kakabaveh was published on The
Conversationalist, written by yours truly.

… new agriculture land is being created on natural islets in and river beds of
the Tigris, Mezopotamya reported. Parts of the river that run through the Hevsel
Gardens outside Amed (Diyarbakır), which are on the UNESCO world heritage

Angels of Sinjar

https://www.kurdishpeace.org/research/conflict-resolution-and-peacebuilding/cemil-bayik-impossible-not-to-see-positive-developments-with-international-interest-in-a-turkish-kurdish-peace/
https://twitter.com/MarleneSchafers/status/1630296027696594944
https://twitter.com/gordyyaeenn/status/1630290013068963840
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/03/top-us-general-mark-milley-makes-surprise-visit-syria
https://www.reuters.com/world/top-us-general-makes-unannounced-visit-syria-reviews-mission-2023-03-04/
https://nrttv.com/En/detail6/5613
https://conversationalist.org/2023/03/03/amineh-kakabaveh-profile-kurdistan-iran-sweden-government/
https://uio.zoom.us/j/64831712865?pwd=QU1vMzFGK3huUGFyYkNrbHZVRXdPdz09
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list, are affected with the approval
of local AKP authorities, a
member of the Ecology
Association explained.

Do you like this newsletter and consider it important? Why don’t you spread
the word and refer others to Expert Kurdistan’s website for all the info they need

about subscriptions? It’s highly appreciated.

Kurdish-Dutch writer and filmmaker Beri Shalmashi, pictured here with
Rojhilati peshmerga, went to Kurdistan in Iraq to meet with fighters from

http://mezopotamyaajansi35.com/en/ALL-NEWS/content/view/200425
https://frederikegeerdink.com/expert-kurdistan/
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Rojhilat who recently joined the armed struggle. Her documentary will be
broadcast on Dutch TV on 9 March.

On 14 March, the Halabja
massacre, in which Saddam

Hussein massacred thousands of
Kurds with chemical weapons,

happened 35 years ago. Kurdish
soprano Pervin Chakar will

release an album in
commemoration, and this week

she shared a nice video of a young
composer, Ezgi Tekin (pictured),
who contributed to the album.

In case you aren’t following
MedTV Archives yet, yours truly
strongly advises you do: videos

galore of live music on legendary
MedTV (from 20, 30 years ago).

Here is for example ‘Rozerîn’ from
Beser Şahîn and Koma

Berxwedan.
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