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NEWS 
Resistance and suppression continue in Rojhilat

Although the protests in Rojhilat and Iran have mostly faded from the
international media, they are continuing, as reliable sources from the
region show. Also the suppression is continuing, providing further
evidence that the regime fears the uprisings. According to Hengaw, in
January alone 182 Kurdish citizens were abducted and arrested, while 18
were executed.

The regime also started to target Kurdish religious leaders. Four of them were
arrested this week, three in Ciwanro (Javanrud) and one in Pawe (Paveh). This
shows the multiple oppressions the Kurds face: they are not only under
pressure because of their ethnic identity, but also because they are Sunni
Muslims and therefore per definition suspect in the regime’s perceptions.

Others were also targeted for doing their work. One example is Kurdish
journalist Nazila Maroufian (pictured), who was sentenced to two years in
prison for interviewing the father of Jina Mahsa Amini. Three doctors who
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helped injured people on the
streets in Mahabad (because they
were afraid to go to the hospital),
are locked up and tortured in
Mahabad prison.

Marching

Some of the largest protests are
happening every Friday after
prayers in the other region of Iran
where a suppressed nation lives:
in Zahedan, capital city of Sistan
and Baluchistan province, people
keep marching. It seems that in
Rojhilat, people are not pouring into the streets in large numbers (but smaller
ones, like here in Sinê, Sanandaj), but resorting to all kind of other protests to
demand the regime to leave. These protests, like gatherings at the graves of
those who died when they are buried and 40 days after their death, and street
barricades and the setting alight of a government building (pictures above,
source: Hengaw), seem relatively small, but would make headlines if these
were the beginnings of the protests. In other words: what is going on in Rojhilat,
Baluchistan and elsewhere in Iran, would have been unheard of only eight
months ago.

Ideology

Canadian CBC had a rather extensive report about the uprising, in which the
plight of minorities was discussed but rather superficially. Reza Pehlavi, son of
the Shah, was coined as a possible leader, while the Pehlavi family repressed
the Kurds before the 1979 revolution just as much as the Islamic regime has
afterwards. One of the experts said the current protests were ‘not ideological’
so rather unified and aiming for everybody to have a 'normal life', disregarding
that Persian nationalism is an ideology too, and that Jin Jiyan Azadi, the slogan
of the Kurdish movement, is an ideology as well, and they are mutually
exclusive.

Also see the Comment in Expert Kurdistan of 15 January 2023.

COMMENT
The contradiction of the Nation Alliance’s unity

The ‘Table of Six’, the popular name of the oppositional Nation Alliance,
has announced its election manifesto, which includes more than 2000
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pledges on 75 issues. The word ‘Kurd’ isn’t mentioned in the 244 page
document, and no proposal was put forward to solve the Kurdish issue. It
reveals the contradiction that the alliance is weak and will crumble after
the elections, whether they win or not, while simultaneously binding them
together.

So, the word ‘Kurd’ isn’t mentioned in the manifesto, and HDP’s Meral Danış
Beştaş (pictured) said the alliance must make a more serious effort to solve the
Kurdish issue. To make sure the Kurdish issue wasn’t shoved in delicately one
way or the other, yours truly checked some other issues that could be related to
the Kurdish issue. After all, decades ago the ‘eastern question’ was sometimes
discussed to avoid the K-word, so maybe The Six resorted to similar tactics?

Borders

About the (southern and eastern) borders, the document says the security walls
will be completed – meaning the wall on the Iranian border because the one on
the Syrian border is complete, and the Iraqi border is too rugged and too full of
resistance for walls.

Syria is mainly mentioned relating to refugees (who will have to return to Syria).
Also the war and the route towards the end of the conflict is mentioned: there
must be ‘contact and dialogue’ with ‘all relevant parties representing different
segments of the Syrian people, excluding terrorist groups, and the Damascus
administration’ – the ‘terrorist groups’ aren’t named but consider the YPG and
SDF to be referred to, and ISIS. Iraq isn’t mentioned at all.
Peace? The word is mentioned, but not related to internal affairs. Atatürk’s
slogan ‘Peace at home, Peace in the world’ is adopted as the guiding principle
for foreign affairs, and the Israel-Palestine conflict is mentioned in that chapter,
but no word about peace negotiations at home.

Terrorism? That’s the word to search for of course, if you want to know if The
Six want to make any changes to policy towards the Kurdish armed movement.

https://altilimasa.biz/media/oemnii1q/ortak-politikalar-mutabakat-metni.pdf
https://www.duvarenglish.com/hdp-co-chair-slams-opposition-bloc-for-excluding-kurdish-issue-from-election-manifesto-news-61746
https://gazetekarinca.com/hdp-millet-ittifaki-kurt-sorununa-iliskin-daha-ciddi-calisma-yapmali/
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They don’t, as expected: the fight against ‘all terrorist organisations’ will
continue on full strength without interruption, as will ‘efforts to extradite
terrorists who fled abroad’. Overall, The Six want to strengthen the armed
forces.

Equality

The only stipulation that comes close to
anything resembling justice and equality, is
the one about the European Union: the goal
of The Six is full membership, and they’ll
work towards that ‘within the framework of
equality’. They also want to respect rulings
of the European Court of Human Rights –
good news for Selahattin Demirtaş (whose
new book DAD, Kurdish for Justice, will be
out next week), Osman Kavala and others,
but there is no mention of how to decrease
the staggering amount of cases at the
ECHR from Turkey (currently, no less than
20,000 cases from Turkey are pending
there, many of them related to the Kurdish
issue). The Six want to lock ‘terrorists’ up
until the ECHR demands their freedom?

That also shows another weakness of the ‘manifesto’. There are 2300 pledges
about 75 themes, but none of them have been elaborated on. The Six will
‘strengthen’, ‘implement’, ‘respect’, ‘connect’, ‘open’, ‘continue’, ‘facilitate’,
‘establish’ and what not, but they don’t elaborate on how they will do this.

Not elaborating on how you want to make changes and not mentioning the
country’s biggest issue that costs the most lives (not just of soldiers but also of
guerrilla fighters, who are also children of Turkey), can be explained by both a
lack of consensus and total consensus. Let me explain that contradiction.

History

CHP leader Kılıçdaroğlu, the leader of the biggest party in the Nation Alliance,
said in a speech that the 2300 points in the manifesto were agreed upon
unanimously, and proudly added that that is ‘a first in history’. If a point wasn’t
agreed upon, it didn’t make it to the manifesto. When it comes to the Kurdish
issue both within Turkey as across the borders in Iraq and Syria, all they could
agree upon was that the fight against ‘terrorism’ will continue. As Kılıçdaroğlu
said before, he is against ‘politicising’ this issue as Turkey’s security and the
first against terrorism transcend political divides. This is where the parties have
total consensus.

https://gercekgazete.com/selahattin-demirtasin-kitabi-10-subatta-cikiyor/
https://stockholmcf.org/turkey-has-largest-number-of-cases-pending-before-european-rights-court/
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/gundem/kilicdaroglu-2-bin-300un-uzerinde-vaadimiz-var-bu-tarihimizde-bir-ilktir-742392.html
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But there are some parties within the Nation Alliance that would be open to talk
to the unarmed Kurdish movement and discuss rights, for example extended
language rights (‘mother tongue’ is not mentioned in the manifesto), but others
are vehemently against any conversation with HDP. The CHP, or at least some
people within the CHP and Kılıçdaroğlu is possibly among them, while IYI Party
rejects every demand of the Kurdish movement and doesn’t want to talk in any
way. From other parties it’s not quite clear if they are open to talks, and how
genuine that willingness would be.

Dynamic

The vagueness of and omissions in this manifesto, cast a shadow over the
dynamic that would unfold in case the presidential candidate of the Nation
Alliance would actually win the elections on 14 May. I bet one of the first
disagreements would be how to put into practice the vow to respect rulings of
the European Court of Human Rights: Meral Akşener would object to the
release of Demirtaş because surely this vow can’t apply to terrorists with blood
on their hands, as she sees him.

Briging back the parliamentary system will probably be managed because it’s
not very controversial and it doesn’t fundamentally change Turkey’s fascist
foundations. But slowly but truly, the differences between The Six would
surface, and their unity won’t hold. With one topic as an exception, of course.
Do I need to spell it out?

Sidenote: an interesting article, titled Erdoğan’s Great Replacement Theory,
was published this week about reproductive rights in Turkey, which mentioned a
state report from the 1990s, which recommended the punishment of Kurdish
families who had more than three children and the support of those with fewer
children. Why? Because if no measures were taken, ‘the National Security
Council warned the Kurdish population would exceed the Turkish population in
2025 and reach the parliamentary majority necessary to change the
constitution’. This is still a fear of the state, and you can keep it in mind when
Erdoğan encourages women to have ‘three children’: Kurds are known to have
big families, so he means Turks should have more, and Kurds less children.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“All government officials are lying. Here is the situation of

the people in my city: we’ve received no aid.”
A man in Xoy/Khoy, the mixed Kurdish-Azeri city hit by a 5.9 earthquake last

weekend, complaining that no sufficient aid is reaching the people. Earlier it was

https://www.thedial.world/issue-1/turkey-erdogan-far-right-abortion-surveillance-technology
https://iranwire.com/en/news/113302-weve-received-no-aid-tension-rising-in-iranian-quake-hit-city/
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reported that anti-riot units made it to the city rather fast – see last week’s Expert
Kurdistan.

Also this week…
… Syrians for Truth and
Justice published a new
report about human rights
violations in Northwest-
Syria, mainly Afrin, by
Turkey and its proxies in
illegal detention centers.
It’s a brutal read (PDF),
including every torture you
can think of, leading to trauma, disabilities and death. (Illustration from the
report’s cover.)

… it’s acually been five years since Turkey occupied Afrin in Northwest-Syria.
The Kurdish Center for Studies published a narrative of the plight of Yezidi
people under Turkish controlled occupation.

… two kolbars (border traders) were injured when they were shot at by the
Iranian border guards.

… a village guard (Kurdish
villagers paid and armed
by the state to help fight
PKK), Nimet Encü, was
killed in a clash with the
PKK and the fighter who
was killed, Evin Encü,
turned out to be his niece.
Both were from the same
village in Şırnak province,

Gülyazi, and are members of the extended Encü family, which lost many
members in Roboski massacre in December 2011. Picture from the
condoleances gathering for Evin Encü.

… security forces of the Autonomous Administration of Northeast-Syria have
arrested 127 people in an anti-ISIS operation in Raqqa and Tabqa, NorthPress
reported.

https://stj-sy.org/en/arbitrary-detention-and-torture-are-a-systemic-oppression-policy-in-northwestern-syria/
https://stj-sy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Arbitrary-Detention-and-Torture-are-a-Systemic-Oppression-Policy-in-Northwestern-Syria.pdf
https://nlka.net/eng/?p=685
https://hengaw.net/en/news/2023/02/iri-forces-opened-fire-on-kolbars-and-injured-two-of-them
https://serbestiyet.com/haberler/bir-koyde-iki-cenaze-amca-nimet-encunun-taziyesini-bitince-yegen-pkkli-evin-encunun-taziyesi-baslayacak-116933/
http://jinnews41.xyz/TUM-HABERLER/content/view/203853
https://npasyria.com/en/91888/
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… footage emerged from the Habur border gate between Turkey and the
Kurdistan Region in which citizens were abused. The gate has been known for
its bad treatment of Kurds by Turkish officials.

… sheep farmers in Şırnak
province can’t make ends
meet anymore with the
rising costs of fodder and
hay, and told
Mezopotamya Agency that
they have to sell sheep
(pictured) or else they’ll die
– the sheep, that is, not the
farmers.

… the Ministry of Justice of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and UNICEF
presented a report about children in Kurdistan’s justice system.

… this article sheds a light on difficulties around the investigation of mass
graves in Northeast-Syria.

… ‘Right-wing Populism and Turkey's Post-hegemonic Populist Moment’, by
Omer Tekdemir (Associate Professor at Coventry University), discusses the
position of Kurds as well. Available without paywall!

… Reuters reported from the ground in Kurdistan in Iraq about the Turkish
military’s push into Iraqi territory risking deeper conflict. The Center for New
American Security wrote that ‘uncertainty hangs over Iraqi Kurdistan in 2023’.

https://medyanews.net/turkish-customs-officers-beat-woman-at-iraqi-kurdistan-border/
http://mezopotamyaajansi35.com/tum-haberler/content/view/196341
https://www.unicef.org/iraq/press-releases/according-new-report-ministry-justice-kri-takes-important-steps-towards-establishing
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2023/02/mass-graves-in-northeastern-syria-thousands-of-dead-without-identity/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19436149.2023.2168384
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2242501/middle-east
https://www.cnas.org/publications/commentary/uncertainty-hangs-over-iraqi-kurdistan-in-2023
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This is so beautiful, the acoustic version of the song Êvare (Evening), by
Koma Amed (Group Amed).

Secession and Conflict: Iraqi
Kurdistan in Comparative

Perspective, by Zheger Hassan
was published at McGill-Queen's

University Press.

It’s been a while since we heard
from Chopy, but she just

published her cover of Dreams on
her Youtube channel.
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