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Ciwan Haco is one of the very first Kurdish singers to combine Kurdish folk
music with western-style pop music, rock, blues and jazz. Very popular in the
Kurdish diaspora as with the Kurdish people in Kurdistan, Ciwan Haco has held
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plenty of concerts. The London concert on 25 June will be his first after many
years. Yours truly secured an early bird ticket. See you there?

NEWS
Armenian church in Diyarbakır reopened
The Surp Giragos Armenian Church in Diyarbakır was reopened this
weekend, seven years after it was damaged in the city war between the
Turkish army and PKK affiliated youth. After the official reopening on
Saturday, a holy mass was held on Sunday, lead by WHOM. While
restoring the church, the government has destroyed the surrounding
streets and the context within which the church has existed, and renamed
the area ‘Diyarbakır Sur Yenikapı Open Air Culture and Life Center’.
https://mailchi.mp/06646ca16207/expert-kurdistan-8-may-2022?e=[UNIQID]
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The Surp Giragos (Surp means Saint in Armenian), built in 1376 and the
biggest in the Middle-East, has for centuries been the center of Armenian life in
Digarnakerd, the Armenian name of Diyarbakır. After the Armenian Genocide it
had been in use as, among other purposes, storage house, and eventually
delapidated. The Armenian foundation that owns the building restored the
structure more than a decade ago, in cooperation with the municipality. It
reopened in 2011 and became an important place in the city not only for the
gatherings of Armenians (often Armenians in the diaspora who made a trip in
their ancestral lands) and for several holy masses a year, but also for cultural
life in the city.
Treasures
The Turkish government aims to turn Sur, the historical heart of Diyarbakır that
was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2015, into a tourism hub,
which was emphasized again by the words of Nuri Ersoy (beware: distorted
government narrative in linked article), the Minister of Culture and Tourism, who
attended the opening. The government has been harshly criticized by
archeologists, historians and heritage experts for razing the surroundings of
Sur’s treasures to the ground after the city war and making no effort to preserve
the whole of the city.
The context of Sur’s heritage has been erased, including the very recent
context of the Four Legged Minaret at the entrance of Yenikapı Street, where
the Surp Giragos Church is located: on the very spot where lawyer and human
rights activist Tahir Elçi was murdered in November 2015, tourists are now
‘making wishes’, as this insightful report of the opening by Diyarbakır’s best
local journalist, Hatice Kamer, mentions. Hatice Kamer also shared a short
video on Facebook.
Exile
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Yours truly finds it all rather hard to bear. Read her column on Medya News,
and a long-read with the headline “In ten years, the whole of Sur won’t exist
anymore” on her Patreon page (in Dutch), with, among others, former Sur
mayor Abdullah Demirbaş (now in exile so he couldn’t join the reopening, as
many other people who were involved in the initial renovation in 2011 because
they are either in exile or in jail), local archeologist Nevin Soyukaya and human
rights activist Nurcan Baysal.

COMMENT
A cease fire in Şengal is not enough
After more than a week of tensions and clashes between the Iraqi army and the
YBŞ (Şengal Recistance Units), a ceasefire has been agreed upon. Even
though this is good news, it fails to solve the fundamental problems that will
lead to violence again if they are not resolved. The UN Mission in Iraq needs to
be involved, and broker a deal for the Yezidi homeland which serves the needs
of the community.
Heavy fighting first erupted
on Sunday evening 1 May,
first in Dugri and the next
day also in Sinune
(pictured are Iraqi troops in
Sinune). The Iraqi army
tried to take over
checkpoints from the YBŞ,
which the Yezidi selfdefense force resisted.
https://mailchi.mp/06646ca16207/expert-kurdistan-8-may-2022?e=[UNIQID]
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Initially a few hundred Yezidis fled the area, later in the week the number of
refugees increased to at least three thousand. The refugees went to Yezidi
camps in the Kurdistan Region. It is unclear whether refugees have started to
return home now that the fighting seems to have ended.
The fighting is the logical consequence of the Sinjar (Sinjar is the Arabic name,
Şengal the Kurdish name) Agreement that was brokered in October 2020 under
the auspices of Jeanine Hennis, the Special Representative of the UN
Secretary-General for Iraq and Head of the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Iraq (UNAMI), between the Kurdistan Regional Government and the central
Iraqi government in Baghdad. Crucial part of the agreement is that no armed
forces other than the Iraqi army can be present in the region. Other forces have
to ‘withdraw’, which is hard for the YBŞ because they are a local force
defending their own lands, and they have nowhere to withdraw to.
Front and centre
The UNAMI reacted to the violence quickly, at least verbally, stating: “Deeply
concerned about clashes in Sinjar, with grave consequences for civilians.
Sinjaris’ safety and security should be front and centre. They’ve suffered
enormously in the past and deserve peace under state authority. Domestic and
external spoilers have no place in Sinjar.” The problem is that the Sinjaris’
safety and security are not front and centre in the Sinjar Agreement, and that it
is official authority that refused to defend the Yezidis when ISIS attacked in
2014 in the first place.
At the time, the KDP peshmerga were effectively the only armed force present,
even though Şengal lies well outside the official territory of the Kurdistan
Region of Iraq. When ISIS attacked, the peshmerga fled, and the Iraqi army
didn’t come to the rescue. The PKK came from the mountains to save the
situation and set up and trained the YBŞ, which grew out to be an independent
self-defense force of – let’s make this explicit – genocide survivors. The PKK
https://mailchi.mp/06646ca16207/expert-kurdistan-8-may-2022?e=[UNIQID]
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withdrew from Şengal in 2018. The YBŞ has become a separate entity in the
Popular Mobilisation Units (Hashd Al-Shabi), which are again under the
command of the Iraqi army.
Approval
Turkey’s influence can not be underestimated. Turkey has supported the Sinjar
Agreement from the beginning, and basically, it couldn’t have been signed
without Turkey’s approval. Turkey is adamant on its demand that the YBŞ is
dismantled, claiming it is the same as PKK and that the PKK is the ‘external
armed force’ that has to leave Şengal as per stipulation in the Agreement.
Baghdad and the KDP also want to subdue the YBŞ.
It is about time to recognize that the Sinjar Agreement is not working in the
favour of the Yezidi population at all. Not only does it endanger them in their
homelands, they are also once again forced to flee to the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq, where they are under the rule of the KDP, which doesn’t have the Yezidis’
best interest in mind. Briging the Yezidis under ‘state authority’ is not going to
solve the problems.
It is time to recognize the right the Yezidis have to self-determination, and to
see if it is possible to respect that right within the framework of the Iraqi
constitution. UNAMI, which is no doubt in consultation with all parties involved,
should bring this to the table if it is really committed to making the Yezidis’
safety and security ‘front and centre’. It also has to face the reality that Turkey
is not interested in Yezidi rights, and should risk Turkey’s fury if it is excluded
from any new agreement.
This is the only way to stop the ongoing genocide.

Further reading:
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– Yezidi HDP MP Feleknas Uca gave a statement about this week’s violence.
– Al-Monitor’s Fehim Taştekin wrote an extensive piece about Turkey’s
involvement and the connection to Turkey’s ongoing operation ‘Claw Lock’
against the PKK in the moutnains in the north of Iraq.
– Meghan Bodette (Director of Research at the newly founded Kurdish Peace
Institute) wrote a convincing piece for The National Interest.

BEHROUZ is a feature documentary film telling the story of award-winning
Kurdish journalist and writer Behrouz Boochani. He fled the Iranian regime,
seeking asylum in Australia in 2013, only to be exiled to the offshore
immigration detention centre on the remote Manus Island in Papua New
Guinea. The film, directed by Simon V Kurian, follows Behrouz as he navigates
the life in detention, and leads the resistance to indefinite detention. And finally,
his life in Christchurch, New Zealand as a free man. World premiere on 11 June
in Christchurch, New Zealand.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“The police asked us: ‘Who are you?’ I will tell you who we are.
We are Kurds. The Kurds whose identity you disregarded for
decades, whose language you banned, and whom you still treat
as colonized. We are women. Women who only want to have their
right to life respected within their own borders, who you see as
slave of men at home and slaves of the state outside .We are
Alevi’s, whose doors you have marked. We are Armenians, whom
you have murdered on the streets. We are Laz. We are all the
people of Turkey. We are the oppressed. We are workers. We are
the pensioners. This is us. We are HDP, and we will not step back,
however you attack us. None of your attacks can make us, Kurds,
women, workers, pensioners, the oppressed of this society, take
https://mailchi.mp/06646ca16207/expert-kurdistan-8-may-2022?e=[UNIQID]
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a step back. Let us remind the Ministry of Prosecutions and the
Ministry of Propaganda one more time: the likes of you are in the
rubbish bin of history, and you will not be able to save yourself
from ending up there too.”
HDP MP Ayşe Acar Başaran (pictured) in a passionate speech at the HDP in
Ankara, in which she answered the police officer who agressively asked her
‘Who are you?’ in front of the HDP head quarters in Ankara this week, after he
told her: ‘I will nail you’. The consternation started after people wanted to lay a
wreath in front of the head quarters in support of the so-called ‘Diyarbakır
mothers’, who have been waging a sit-in in front of the HDP office in Diyarbakır
since a long time, claiming the HDP and PKK kidnapped their children to
forcibly join PKK. The mothers are generally believed to be financially
supported by AKP. The HDP refused the wreath, and civilian police became
agressive (with Başaran in white blouse). Eight HDP members were detained.
Ayşe Acar Başaran’s father was one of the many people who were forcibly
disappeared by the state and murdered in the 1990s. More from the speech
here.

Like this newsletter? Spread the word, or better yet: the link to
subscribe to it, and don't forget to mention how much value it
gives for such a reasonable price!
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...the blockade of two Kurdish neighborhoods in Aleppo was lifted after more
than a month, and flour and other basic necessities were brought into the
neighborhoods again, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reported.
… Turkey and its mercenaries intensified their shelling of areas near Ain Issa,
Tal Abyad and Tal Tamr in Northeast-Syria, the SDF said.
… the body of Barzan Mahini (18), a border trader (kolbar) from Urmia in
Rojhilat (Kurdistan in Iran), who disappeared due to an avalanche four months
ago, was found in a border village in Bakur (Kurdistan in Turkey). The bodies of
two other Kolbars have not been found yet, Hengaw reported. In April, 55
kolbars were killed and wounded.
… a political prisoner in Turkey,
Ahmet Akgün, was released after
thirty years imprisonment. Akgün
was jailed as a 17-year old in
1992 after a military court
sentenced him to life in jail for
‘breaking the constitutional order’.
Pictured is him hugging a family
member with his mother next to him – screenshot from this video.
… ‘A Safer World for the Turth’ (a cooperation between Free Press Unlimited,
the Committee to Protect Journalists and Reporters Without Borders) published
a new investigation into the murder of young journalist Sardasht Osman in the
Kurdistan Region in Iraq on 4 May 2010. Osman was a university student in
Erbil who also worked as a reporter, focusing on nepotism and corruption. Main
finding is that the local authorities (read: KDP) were likely directly involved in
the 2010 kidnapping and murder Osman. The investigation furthermore found
evidence of intimidation and harassment of the victim’s family members by the
authorities. Key findings here, full report here (PDF).
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… at the Aram Tigram
Conservatory in Diyarbakır a
graduation performance was
given and this is a beautiful small
part of it – screenshot from the
video.
… the Pentagon released a report
saying US military intelligence
believes Iran-backed militias have been coordinating with the PKK to launch
attacks on Turkey’s military presence in northern Iraq.
… a man shot dead his wife and three of her family members over the so-called
‘social dispute’ in the early hours of the first day of Eid on Monday in
Chamchamal, Sulaymanya Governorate. The diseased woman left behind five
children.
… 114 cases of suffocation were admitted to Kirkuk hospitals on 6 May alone,
Kirkuk Now reported. Local health authorities called on people to stay at home
& use face mask to avoid breathing problems.
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In C/O Berlin, the exhibition
Mediations has opened, an
overview of the work of
documentary photographer
Susan Meiselas. Among Kurds,
Meiselas is known for her
magnificant book ‘Kurdistan In
the Shadow of History’. Open
until 9 September.
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Vom System zum Netzwerk,
Medien, Politik und Journalismus
in Kurdistan, the PhD dissertation
of Kerem Schamberger about
transnational Kurdish media, is
out. You can either buy it, or
download it for free under a
Creative Commons license.
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Singer/Songwriter Delîl Dîlanar is
giving four concerts in NorthKurdistan and Turkey this month:
13 May Diyarbakır, 14 May Mardin,
15 May Urfa, 28 May Istanbul.
Click to enlarge the poster for
details.

Few more nights of sleep before
the Amsterdam Kurdish Film
Festival starts on 13 Mayl
contintuing until 15 May – get your
tickets!
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