06-06-2022 20:26

Expert Kurdistan, 24 April 2022

View this email in your browser

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"We hope that this year all the displaced Yezidis can return to
their homes in Sinjar, and all the missing Yezidi women are found
and reunited with their families and community."
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Luqman Sulaiman, the media officer of the Lalish temple, to a reporter of K24,
on the occassion of Çarşema Sor (Red Wednesday), the Yezidi New Year. The
festivities started the evening before Çarşema Sor with the lighting of 366
candles, one for every day in the year. It was the first time since the beginning
of the coronavirus pandemic that the Yezidis were able to gather again in large
numbers. The Lalish temple is the most holy temple for Yezidis, located some
40km from Duhok in the Kurdistan Region in Iraq. Photos: left by Progress in
Peace, right by Wladimir van Wilgenburg (with permission).
Related: Rising tensions between Iraqi forces and the (Yezidi self-defense
force) YBŞ in Şengal (aka Sinjar) lead to clashes this week.

NEWS
Heavy fighting after Turkey started new operations against PKK
Last week on Sunday night, a few hours after Expert Kurdistan went out,
Turkey started a new ground operation against the PKK, this time in the
areas Zap, Metina, Basyan and Avaşîn. Heavy bombardments were
combined with attacks with armed drones, while commando troops were
dropped by helikopters. It is unclear how many guerrilla fighters and how
many soldiers have been killed in the fighting so far.
The operation, code named Claw Lock (example of classic reporting citing
mostly Turkish state sources), seems to be aimed at encircling the PKK camps
alongside the Turkish border and ‘lock’ the PKK fighters in their camps. The
PKK said it is determined to ‘repel the attack’. In a publication by the KCK (the
umbrella organisation of which the PKK is also a part), Duran Kalkan, member
of the executive council of the KCK, said that during the winter, the guerrilla
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movement used the winter months, in which the Turkish army can not attack, to
prepare for the continuation of warfare, “including tunnel warfare and the
organization in small teams”.
On Wednesday, Turkey also
stepped up its attacks against
Kurdish forces in Syria, targeting
a car in Kobani and killing three
YPJ members (whose portraits
are shown here on their coffins at
their funeral). Their names were
Dilar Heleb (YPJ member since
2012 and a high-placed
commander), Ronahi Kobanî
(since 2014) and Kobanî (since
2020). In the last ten days, Turkey has hit ten targets in Northeast-Syria, which
doesn’t only weaken the SDF but also helps ISIS to regain strength. Also, as
always, civilians have been injured.
Expert Kurdistan’s Fréderike Geerdink commented on the Turkish operations
on BBC World Service, listen to that here (available till 13 May). She also wrote
a column for Medya News about why military solutions can’t solve political
problems.

3 QUESTIONS ABOUT CLAW LOCK, THE KDP
PESHMERGA AND THE PKK
1. What is the KDP’s stance?
Asked about the Turkish attacks on the north of Iraq during a session at
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Chatham House in London this
week, where Masrour Barzani
(pictured) was on an official visit,
he said: “Regarding the attacks, I
must make a correction: the
attacks are against the PKK
bases. PKK is coming and
residing in areas, especially
border areas, without really respecting our government. They are introducing
themselves as an authority and they are dragging the Turks because their party
is opposing the Turkish government, and the consequences are that the Turks
are following them, they are coming and attacking PKK inside our territories,
which is of course causing trouble for us. There are many villages, 800 villages,
that we have not been able to reconstruct because of the ongoing conflict
between the PKK and Turkey, our villagers were unable to go back to their
homes and towns and farms because of the ongoing conflict.”
In his speech during that same meeting, Barzani did not mention the war.
The interesting thing is: if Barzani and his father and former president Massoud
Barzani, who actually leads the KDP without having an official position other
than leading the KDP, really cared about the citizens living both in Kurdistan in
Iraq and in Kurdistan as a whole, they would have encouraged Turkey to solve
the Kurdish issue at the negotiating table – that’s where this political problems
should be and can be solved, after all.
Another point is that the PKK is at home in the mountains of Kurdistan,
regardless of the borders of the states that occupy Kurdistan. The Turkish army
is not: they are an occupying power, both in Kurdistan in Turkey as in Iraq and
Syria. It’s not the PKK that has to go, it’s Turkey.
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2. In what way are the peshmerga involved?
There was a statement of the Ministry of Peshmerga that they were not
involved, but that’s a tricky one: the Ministry of Peshmerga leads the united
peshmerga of KDP and PUK, and they are indeed not involved. The KDP
peshmerga, who are bigger and under direct Barzani command, have been
deployed to some areas close to the fighting, but according to KDP media, they
are there to “protect civilians”, and “have contact with the Turkish military to
prevent civilian casualties.”
The reality on the ground is
that the KDP troops
provide the Turkish army
with intelligence about PKK
movements, and with
setting up bases on
locations where they
hinder guerrilla
movements. No direct
clashes have been
reported between the KDP
peshmerga and the PKK
(some weapons of the latter pictured here). Both sides will try hard to avoid it
because the leadership of KDP and PKK may oppose one another, their
supporters are vehemently against Kurdish infighting, especially when it comes
to ‘brakuji’, or Kurds killing Kurds. All the backgrounds can be found in ‘Kurds
against Kurds: who shoots first, will lose’, an extensive piece by Expert
Kurdistan’s Fréderike Geerdink, which was written and published last
September, when tensions also rose between KDP and PKK. Also available in
Dutch.
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3. Does Turkey attack the Kurdistan Region in Iraq too?
Not directly as an entity, they are focussed on the PKK, but that doesn’t mean
that the operations don’t have a weakening impact on the Kurdistan Region –
an impact that is intentional for Turkey, of course. Turkey has increased the
number of military bases in the Region (and the KDP has always remained
silent on that), which effectively means that Turkey is occupying more and more
Kurdish lands. The change that Turkey will remove these bases when the fight
against PKK winds down again, is zero. Turkey is in Başur (South-Kurdistan,
aka Kurdistan in Iraq) to stay.
And now we’re mainly talking about the part of the KRI that is under KDP
control. The PUK, further to the south, is not involved now and less inclined to
help Turkey fight the PKK, but the balances may change. After all, the
government formation is ongoing in Baghdad (read more about the stalemate
here at Al-Monitor) and if the KDP’s candidate for Iraqi presidency will win, this
will significantly weaken the PUK. This will make it easier for Turkey to extend
its presence in the whole Region, including in PUK areas, including in PUK
areas where the PKK has bases.
Turkey is, in short, not only after the PKK, it is after the further weakening and
submission of the Kurdistan Region in Iraq as well.
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MINI COMMENT
Don’t shed too many crocodile tears
The office of the Kurdistan National Congress (KNC) in Kobani in NortheastSyria has come under attack this week. Previously, there were attacks against
it in Hasake, Darbasiyah and Malikiyah. The attacks are an expression of
increasing tensions in Northeast-Syria because of Turkish attacks against SDF
members and Turkey’s new operations against the PKK. The KNC has refused
to condemn Turkey’s attacks and operations.
The Autonomous Administration’s claim, expressed by senior politician Salih Muslim
in this Al-Monitor piece, that the authorities have ‘no idea’ who is behind the attacks
on KNC offices, doesn’t sound very convincing. Security in the region is, after all,
tight, and it’s by far not the first time that officies of the KNC and media affiliated with
it (like Rudaw) have been targeted with impunity. Previously, it was suggested that
youth groups affiliated with the YPG and YPJ were involved in these attacks. If true,
the authorities should use their influence over these groups to stop them.
Attacks on the KNC are not in anybody’s interest, except Turkey’s – which makes the
option that these were false flag-operations somewhat viable, but then again, the
security forces of the Autonomous Regions should act.
That being said, it would help if the KNC, which is supported by Turkey and the KDP
of the Barzani family in Kurdistan in Iraq, spoke out against Turkey’s agression,
which it never does. Attacks make headlines, silence does not. The KNC shows itself
as Turkey’s puppet in these dire times, and should be careful not to shed too many
crocodile tears.

Also this week…
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… authorities in Iran have threatened administrators of Telegram news
channels over publishing
information on shootings of
kolbars (Kurdish border traders,
pictured), the Kurdistan Human
Rights Network reported. The
threats come as the state’s
violence against kolbars
increased: in one week, border
forces killed two kolbars in the
Nowsud and Sardasht border
areas and wounded at least
sixteen others.
… an Iraqi investigation found no evidence of the presence of an Israeli base in
the building in Erbil that was targeted by an Iranian strike last month. Iran has
alleged such a presence.
… four people were arrested for the murder of three members of the Şenyaşar
family in June 2018 in Suruç. Celal Yıldız, the older brother of AKP MP İbrahim
Halil Yıldız, is among the arrested. The murders happened when AKP MP
Yıldız came to Suruç, the town bordering Kobani on the Syrian side of the
border, to campaign for the parliamentary elections and was sent away from the
shop of the Şenyaşar family because they didn’t want to have anything to do
with AKP. The mother of the family, Emine Şenyaşar, has been holding a daily
sit-in in front of the court house in Urfa to demand justice. She has said that
these arrests are not enough and justice hasn’t been reached yet..
... protesters in the western countryside of Deir ez-Zor in Northeast-Syria,
controlled by the SDF, have demanded better living conditions, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights reported.
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… the Save the Tigris campaign has sounded the alarm bells over new dams
being built in Iraq, in the Kurdistan Region and in Turkey (Cizre dam). More
dams, also scientists say, are not the answer to water shortages – on the
contrary. Le Temps published an article about the river too.
… HDP submitted its defense in the closure case against the party to the
Constitutional Court. Meanwhile, again more HDP members were arrested.
… six men were arrested in Erbil for drinking alcohol in a park during Ramadan.
… the New York Times wondered if a hiking trail can help knit together a nation,
more precisely the Kurdish nation. A long read with stunning pictures!
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This book, edited by Jordi Tejel
and Ramazan Hakkı Öztan,
reinterprets the making of the
modern Middle East by studying
its borderlands – also those in
Kurdistan. Check this interview
with the authors.

The Dersim Culture Festival will
be held in Rebstockpark in
Frankfurt on 3 and 4 June. Click
the poster for more information!
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